
 
 
 
 
Theology’s Everywhere! Week 7 – Humanity in the Image of God - What does the nature of 
God tell us about who we are? 
 

1. Human beings are a mystery. “We are rational and irrational, civilized and savage, 
capable of deep friendship and murderous hostility, free and in bondage, the pinnacle of 
creation and its greatest danger.” Christian theology affirms three movements: we are 
created in the image of God, something goes wrong to distort that image, and God does 
something to rectify the situation. Or…  

a. We are created in the image of God 
b. We are sinners, who deny and distort our created status 
c. We are forgiven sinners, enabled to begin life anew by the grace of God 

2. “Image and likeness of God” -  (In	Hebrew:	ֱאֹלִהים	ֶצֶלם,	translit.	tzelem	Elohim;	Latin:	Imago	
Dei;	Greek	κατά	την	εικόνα	και	την	ομοίωση	του	Θεού	(Γένεση	1:26-27);)	is	a	concept	and	
theological	doctrine	in	Judaism,	Christianity,	and	Sufi	Islam,	which	asserts	that	human	beings	are	
created	in	the	image	and	likeness	of	God.  

3. Interpretations of the Image of God 
a. Substantive – we are made of the same or similar “stuff” as God 

i. Physical resemblance 
ii. Capacity to reason (soul, spirit, mind) 

b. Functional – we have dominion over the earth (hierarchical structure to the 
universe) 

c. Relational – ‘image of God’ signifies that human life is actualized in relation to 
God and with other creatures 

i. To be human is to live freely and gladly in relationships of mutual respect 
and love. 

d. Jesus Christ is the fullest expression of what God intends humanity to be. This 
human being is the “image of God.” In Jesus Christ we meet true divinity and true 
humanity. 

4. Created Humanity 
a. Human beings, created in God’s image, are beings freely addressed by God and 

free to respond to God. We are psycho-physical beings, not disembodied spirits. 
God calls human beings out of isolation and into life in relationship. God desires a 
free and glad response. 

b. Being created in the image of God means that human beings find their true 
identity in coexistence with each other and with all other creatures. 

c. Being created in the image of God is not a state or condition but a movement with 
a goal: human beings are restless for a fulfillment of life not yet realized. (“Thou 
hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in 
thee” – Augustine of Hippo, Confessions) 

d. These three aspects of our created freedom are bound together: responsibility 
before God, relationship to others, and openness to God’s promise. Our created 
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freedom is awakened by God’s address to us, expanded by our coexistence with 
others, and directed toward a future fulfillment in the coming reign of God. 

5. Fallen Humanity – something has gone wrong. Theological anthropology takes with utter 
seriousness the profound disruption, disorder, alienation, brutality, and oppression that 
characterize the human condition.  The image of God in which human beings were 
created is obscured and distorted by “sin.” 

a. Sin as opposition to grace – willful rejection of our relationship with God, the 
refusal to live thankfully and gladly by the grace of God. Sin is more than 
violation of a moral code; it is the disruption of our relationship with God. 
“Against you, you alone, have I sinned.” (Ps. 51:4) 

i. Active and self-centered idolatry: we put ourselves in the place of God. 
ii. Passive and other-centered idolatry: sin as self-hatred 

b. Sin as domination and servility – image of God is destroyed where one lords it 
over another and where one fails to resist being lorded over. 

c. Sin as the denial of human destiny as appointed by God: resignation, apathy and 
indifference. And on the other hand sin is coercive presumption that we can 
bring about God’s kingdom through our own means: we know better than God. 

d. The origin of Sin? Not in bodily existence, sexuality, ignorance nor social 
conditions. The origin of Sin is paradoxical: 

i. Sin as universal condition and self-chosen act 
ii. Sin as individual and corporate 

6. New Humanity in Christ – participating by faith, love and hope in the new humanity 
present in Jesus in response to God’s creation, to human sin, and to a promised future. 

a. Faith is that free act of simple trust and confidence in the benevolence of God 
extended to us in Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit 

b. Love is that new way to be human with and for others supremely expressed in 
Jesus Christ and awakened in us by the Spirit. Love restores us to proper relations 
with others and ourselves. (Love your neighbor as yourself.) Christian love is 
preceded by God’s surprising love for us. (We love because God first loved us.) 

c. Hope is that new freedom toward God’s future in which we live in the expectation 
of the fulfillment of the gracious promise of God in Jesus Christ by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of Christ makes us restless of God’s great conclusion 
of the work of creation and redemption.  

d. Faith, love, and hope are thus the expression of a new human freedom in 
relationship, a new way of being human in solidarity with others, made possible 
by the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  

 
 
Pinnacle Catechism Week #7 - What does the nature of God tell us about who we are? 
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Holy Sonnets: Batter my heart, three-person'd God – John Donne 
 

Batter my heart, three-person'd God, for you  
As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend;  
That I may rise and stand, o'erthrow me, and bend  
Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new.  
I, like an usurp'd town to another due,  
Labor to admit you, but oh, to no end;  
Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend,  
But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue.  
Yet dearly I love you, and would be lov'd fain,  
But am betroth'd unto your enemy;  
Divorce me, untie or break that knot again,  
Take me to you, imprison me, for I,  
Except you enthrall me, never shall be free,  
Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me.  

 
 
Love (III)  ~ George Herbert  
 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back  
                              Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack  
                             From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 
                             If I lacked any thing. 
 A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 
                             Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 
                             I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
                             Who made the eyes but I? 
 Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 
                             Go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
                             My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 
                             So I did sit and eat. 


