
THEOLOGY’S 
EVERYWHERE

Week 5

The Good Creation: 

How does our view of creation 

speak to who God is?



THE BIBLE 
PROCLAIMS GOOD 

NEWS IN ITS 
FIRST VERSE: “IN 
THE BEGINNING 
GOD CREATED 
THE HEAVENS 

AND THE EARTH.”

“It is God’s calling 

into existence the 

things that do not 

exist.” (Rom 4:17)



THE CONTEXT OF CREATION: 
THE CONFESSION OF 1967

• God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man's mind. Human thought ascribes to God 

superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing 

power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful 

men. The power of God's love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the 

Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.

• God has created the world of space and time to be the sphere of his dealings with men. In its 

beauty and vastness, sublimity and awfulness, order and disorder, the world reflects to the eye of 

faith the majesty and mystery of its Creator.

• God has created man in a personal relation with himself that man may respond to the love of the 

Creator. He has created male and female and given them a life which proceeds from birth to death 

in a succession of generations and in a wide complex of social relations. He was endowed man with 

capacities to make the world serve his needs and to enjoy its good things. Life is a gift to be 

received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage. Man is free to seek his life within 

the purpose of God: to develop and protect the resources of nature for the common welfare, to work 

for justice and peace in society, and in other ways to use his creative powers for the fulfillment of 

human life.



GOD’S CREATIVE GOODNESS IS SEEN FROM 
THE BEGINNING TO THE END OF “SALVATION” 

HISTORY



HUMANITY’S RELATIONSHIP TO ALL 
CREATION



THE COMMAND TO “HAVE DOMINION” CALLS FOR 
RESPECT, LOVE AND CARE FOR THE GOOD 

CREATION.



THEMES OF THE DOCTRINE OF CREATION – IN LIGHT 
OF GOD’S SELF-REVELATION IN JESUS CHRIST



CHRIST’S SELF-EMPTYING IS PREFIGURED 
IN GOD’S ACT OF CREATION



WE ARE 
BUT 

GRASS

“Know that the Lord is God! It is God who has made us and not we ourselves” (Ps. 100:3)



A SPHERE OF GOOD AND SPHERE OF 
EVIL?



“IT IS NOT GOOD FOR ADAM TO LIVE ALONE.” 



GOD CREATED A COSMOS NOT A CHAOS.

God’s act of creation was and is purposeful. Life is not random and meaningless. 



MODELS OF CREATION –
BEYOND THE DISCUSSION OF THEISM, 

PANTHEISM AND PANENTHEISM

• Theism – the belief that God is the transcendent creator of 

the world

• Pantheism – the belief that world is a mode of God’s being 

(the creation is part of God)

• Panentheism - the belief that God and the world are 

mutually dependent



1. GENERATION - PROCREATION



CREATION AS FABRICATION OR 
FORMATION 

The LORD God 

formed humanity

from the humus.

The LORD God 

formed earthlings

from the earth. 

The LORD 
God formed 
adam (human 
being) from 
the adamah
(earth). 
Gen. 2:7



CREATION AS EMANATION



CREATION AS THE MIND OF GOD ?
CREATION AS THE BODY OF GOD ?

Is all of 

life maya
(illusion)?



ARTISTIC EXPRESSION – GOD AT PLAY?



GENESIS 1:1

• ἐν ἀρχῇ ἐποίησεν ὁ θεὸς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ τὴν γῆν

• En archē epoiēsen ho Theos ton ouranon kai tēn gēn.

• In the beginning God MADE the heaven and the earth.

• ֶרץ אָּ ֵאת הָּ ם וְּ ַמיִׁ ים ֵאת ַהשָּ א ֱאֹלהִׁ רָּ ית בָּ ֵראשִׁ בְּ

• Bereshit bara Elohim et hashamayim ve'et ha'aretz.



GOD, THE STARLIGHT POET



SABBATH REST AND RESTORATION



WESTMINSTER CATECHISM

• I. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far 

manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men 

unexcusable;[1]yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of His 

will, which is necessary unto salvation.[2] Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry 

times, and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and to declare that His will unto 

His Church;[3] and afterwards for the better preserving and propagating of the 

truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the 

corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same 

wholly unto writing;[4] which makes the Holy Scripture to be most 

necessary;[5] those former ways of God's revealing His will unto His people being 

now ceased.[6]

http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn0
http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn1
http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn2
http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn3
http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn4
http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_proofs/I_fn.html#fn5


• Outline for this lecture taken from Daniel Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: 

An Introduction to Christian Theology, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1991.


