
 
Theology is Everywhere: Week 12 

The Doctrine of the Church as The New Community: What is the role of the ecclesia, the “called 
out community,” in the world? 

1. Ecclesiology – the study of the church 
2. Ekklēsia is the Greek word for “assembly.” It is used in the Hebrew Scriptures for the 

community gathered around the tent of meeting.  In the New Testament it refers to the 
“called out community” we know as the Church. 

3. What can we learn from Paul about the Ecclesia? The church is of God and is comprised of 
those who have been “sanctified” in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, and are together 
with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor 1:2 

4. Quarrels and dissensions? “Be in agreement, by the name of Jesus Christ, that there be 
no divisions among you, but be united in the same mind and purpose. For it has been 
reported to me that there are quarrels among you.” Christ died so that you all might be 
one, through baptism. 1 Cor 1:10-17 

5. God constitutes the Church in Christ Jesus: “God chose what is lowly in the world, so 
that no one might boast before God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” 1 
Cor 1:28-30 

6. The Church is where Preaching happens : When I came to you, brothers and sisters,[a] I 
did not come proclaiming the mystery[b] of God to you in lofty words or wisdom…. but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 1 Cor 2: 1-5 

7. The Spirit works through Proclamation: Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, 
though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory… 

8. The Church is the place of the “Spiritual” 14 Those who are unspiritual[e] do not receive 
the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual 
discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny…But we 
have the mind of Christ. 

9. The Church as God’s Field, God’s Building: 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? 
Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 The one who plants and 
the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to 
the labor of each. 9 For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, 
God’s building. 
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10. The church is God’s Temple: “16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in you?[b] 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 
person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 1 Cor 3: 16-18 

11. The Church is the locus of God’s Kingdom and Power: 4:20 For the kingdom of God 
depends not on talk but on power. 

12. In the Church all is lawful, but not all is Beneficial: 6:12 “All things are lawful for me,” but 
not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by 
anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,”[e] and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power.  

13. Knowledge in the church is tempered with Love: “4:8 Now concerning food sacrificed 
to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love 
builds up. 2 Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is known by him.” 

14. The Church is a place where conscience is key: 4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered 
to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” … 9 But take care that this 
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  

15. The Church is a Place of Liberty: Free from the Old Law, yet under God’s law in Christ 
9:21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from 
God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law… 

16. The Assembly is the place for the Lord’s Supper 11:23 For I received from the Lord what I 
also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a 
loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body 
that is for[g] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup 
also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”… 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

17. The Church: the place for Spiritual gifts: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. … 11 All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses. 

18. The Church is Christ’s body 12: 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 … 31 But 
strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

19. The Church is the place for Love : 13: 4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. … 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.es all things. 

20. The Spirit is the one who constitutes the Church: We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together 
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
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