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Dear friend,

From its beginning twenty-seven years ago, Pinnacle Presbyterian Church has placed 
worship at the center of its life.  We have created a context for liturgy by building 
inspiring spaces for worship, valuing thoughtful preaching and leadership, and 
developing a traditional yet innovative music ministry.  That ministry has welcomed 
children, youth, and adults into several choirs and programs.  That ministry has 
also reached out to the community with Christmas celebrations, sacred and secular 
concerts, and programs in the arts.  Our concert-worthy sanctuary regularly hosts the 
Phoenix Symphony, Arizona Musicfest, major concerts for local school districts, and 
similar programs.  From African drums and global music workshops, to bluegrass and 
gospel masses, to classical requiem, to contemporary and jazz forms, to joyful hymns 
and contemplative anthems, we’ve tried to celebrate the God of all people revealed in 
Jesus.  By God’s grace, Pinnacle has built something not only worth preserving, but also 
worth growing.  We value what we’ve experienced and are open to new ideas and new 
directions.

We have been led by only two Directors of Music Ministry since our founding, 
supplemented by several additional staff in music. We now seek our third Director.  We 
seek the person who will honor and stretch what we value, build on our strengths, and 
take us in new directions.  Our new Director will have the freedom to develop a staff 
and a program to include music and the arts into our strategic priorities of motivating 
involvement, strengthening education, and becoming ever more multi-generational and 
multi-cultural in our ministries.  

We look forward to our next Director having the experience necessary to lead an 
established program like ours and both the energy and imagination to innovate.   We 
also look forward to helping her or him in this work, and trust that her or his time at 
Pinnacle will also bring personal spiritual growth and true satisfaction.

If you think that person might be you, or you have someone you might want to 
nominate, you’ll find helpful information here about our congregation, our resources, 
and our search.  We hope you’ll find this information helpful, and we welcome any 
questions it might inspire in you.  

Thanks for reading,

A Personal Message from the Pastor
R E V.  W E S L E Y  A V R A M ,  P h D   |   P a s t o r
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Director of Music and the Arts 

Pinnacle Presbyterian Church will be excited to welcome onto its staff a faithful, experienced, skilled, and innovative 
Director of Music and the Arts to oversee an already successful inter-generational program and take us in new 
directions. Our Director will work closely with and under the supervision of our Senior Pastor and will supervise 
music staff.  We value our “relaxed traditional” style, which describes our Sunday morning worship experiences. 
We also desire to expand those experiences through innovation and experimentation. Depending on how she or he 
chooses to shape our program, our Director will influence hires in organ performance, children/youth programming, 
contemporary worship, other instrumental or vocal professionals, and concert series management.

Music is offered in two beautiful worship spaces: one, a 200-seat chapel built in 1994, and the other, a unique 720-
seat sanctuary dedicated in 2002. Resources to build on include:

• an adult Chancel Choir of 50 voices, with professional soloists/section leaders, 
• three children’s and youth vocal ensembles, 
• five handbell choirs for all ages, 
• a renowned Richards, Fowkes sanctuary organ and Schantz chapel organ, 
• an African Drum ensemble, 
• a developing weekday evening contemporary worship service, 
• a history of music programs such as annual Christmas and springtime choral concerts, 
• a strong tradition of special services following the church year, 
• a committee-driven and community-focused concert series, 
• a budget adequate to needs,
• vision (including a 2015 congregational strategic plan).

Our growth areas include reinvigorating and expanding programs in music and arts for children and youth, 
welcoming younger singers into our Chancel Choir, strengthening contemporary and alternative worship 
opportunities, broadening our musical styles to include American and international genres not regularly 
represented, and rethinking our musical outreach to the community in ways appropriate to our time.  

Organizational and people skills necessary to take responsibility for a program of this scope will be expected, as will 
a desire to work with a talented, well-trained, and theologically moderate pastoral staff. We additionally assume that 
our Director will be a person of sincere faith, expressed in ways congruent with a theologically diverse congregation 
in the Reformed tradition. 
  
We seek someone appropriately trained, seasoned, and excited by the strengths and prospects we describe. We are 
open to persons with extensive experience in our areas of strength and vision as well as persons with requisite skills 
and vision who may be earlier in their career. Our organ is behind the choir, meaning one cannot conduct our choir 
from the organ. For that reason, we assume that our successful candidate will be primarily a choral conductor with 
ancillary skills, but we are also open to a couple sharing duties or other configurations. Pinnacle is open to diversity 
in its professional staff and does not discriminate in areas not related to position expectations.

To apply, please send a letter, c.v. or relevant resume, accompanying material of your choosing (such as audio or 
video of conducting/performing/worship leadership, or links to online examples), and three to five names for us to 
contact as references. Semi-finalists may be invited to provide additional information. Finalists will visit Scottsdale 
for an extended interview. Please send application materials electronically or make inquiries or nominations to:

Ms. Lisa Boswell, Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Pinnacle Presbyterian Church, 25150 N. Pima Rd., Scottsdale, AZ  85255
lboswell@pinnaclepres.org  |  480-585-9448



GOD-CENTERED:  
Our love of God and God’s love for us is at the center of all we do. 
 
WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE:  
Our doors, minds and hearts are open to all on this journey of faith. 

SERVANT LEADERS:  
We freely offer our time, talent and treasure. 

STRIVERS FOR EXCELLENCE:  
We are ambitious for the Gospel and do the best that God has 
entrusted us to do. We bear witness to the presence and power of 
God through worship, fellowship, and programs that inspire, uplift, 
enlighten and transform.
 
GENEROUS:  
Compelled by Jesus, we share what we have and who we are with 
others, particularly with the poor and those operating on the margins 
of life. 

TRANSFORMATIONAL THROUGH EDUCATION:  
We believe in the power of Christian education to transform lives and 
we nurture people of every age and at every stage of their faith journey.

* from our 2015 Pinnacle Vision Strategic Plan, Bringing our Vision to Life

Our Core Values
We are grateful for the divine gifts that inspire us to be: 
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Our Mission
TO INSPIRE OUR WORLD WITH THE LOVE OF JESUS



Pinnacle Presbyterian Church, a congregation of 
1300 members, began on Oct. 1, 1989, in the Glenn 
Moor Clubhouse at the Troon Country Club with 25 
committed, visionary members. After four years the 
congregation had grown to 110 members and moved 
from the overcrowded country club into a chapel built 
on 20 acres of land purchased and donated to the 
church.

On Palm Sunday 1994, founding pastor Dr. Larry 
Corbett stood outside the chapel and called the people 
to worship. There were more than 200 people present.

Dr. Corbett, who brought years of experience with him 
as the organizing minister, was familiar with the area 
and understood what a new church needed to grow. His 
years at Pinnacle were characterized by commitment, 
compassion and passion for the gospel of Christ.

In the fall of 1995, Pinnacle Presbyterian Preschool 
opened with two teachers and eight students. 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education, the Rev. 
Janet Arbesman, developed a church school in the five 
classrooms. Today, the Preschool, under the direction 
of Mrs. Sabrina Ball, has more than 26 teachers and 
staff with 170 students. The Preschool is accredited by 
the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children(NAEYC) and inspired by the schools of Reggio 
Emilia. It is known as one of the best preschools in the 
area.

Phase two and three of the building program provided 
a sanctuary that accommodated growth, a memorial 
garden, much needed off-street parking, and a 
fellowship hall. Next in the construction plan came five 
additional classrooms and an atelier for the preschool 
and church school, choir facilities, more offices for staff, 
and a sanctuary that seats 750 worshipers. In 2006, 
the congregation authorized construction of the next 
phase, including additional church classrooms, a youth 
building, and an addition to the fellowship hall.

As our ministries have grown, Pinnacle has been served 
at various times and in varying ways by five associate or 
assisting pastors. Today’s staff includes our Pastor, two 
Associate Pastors, one part-time Assisting Pastor and a 
Minister for Administration. Other staff round out our 
ministry.

When Dr. Corbett retired from Pinnacle in 2007, a two-
year search culminated in a call to Dr. Wesley Avram 
as Pastor and Head of Staff. He joined us in 2009.  
Prior to coming to Pinnacle, Wes served in similar 
positions in Presbyterian congregations in Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania and Wilmette, Illinois. He has also served 
as College Chaplain and member of the faculty at Bates 
College, as the Clement-Muehl Assistant Professor of 
Communication at Yale University Divinity School, where 
was also on the faculty of Yale’s Institute for Sacred 
Music. He is the author of Where the Light Shines Through: 
Discerning God in Everyday Life (Brazos, 2005) and Anxious 
About Empire: Theological Reflections on the New Global 
Realities (Brazos, 2004). He and his wife, Lynne, have two 
college-aged sons.

In addition to Dr. Avram, our current pastoral and 
program staff includes Rev. Frank Harmon, Associate 
Pastor for Youth, Children and their Families; Rev. Kelsy 
Brown, Associate Pastor for Membership and Mission; 
Dr. Tina Campbell, Assisting Pastor for Senior Adult 
Ministries; Rev. Scott Fischer, Minister for Administration; 
and Mr. Kelly Horn, Director of Children’s Ministry. 

In 2016, Pinnacle also welcomed Dr. Allen Hilton as our 
half-time Theologian-in-Residence to work with our Park 
Center for Faith and Life in areas of teaching, preaching, 
and program development. He brings special emphasis 
on civil dialogue and theological diversity and is working 
with Dr. Avram and our Park Center staff in areas of 
educational innovation and outreach.  

In January, 2016, the long serving leadership team in 
music of Brent and Marilyn Hylton announced their 
retirement, and in August of that year Dr. Sharon Hansen 
became our Interim Director of Music and Arts and 
Brandon Burns our Interim Organist.

Pinnacle History
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Worship 
Every week we come together as God’s people, welcoming 
each person at different places in the walk of faith, 
creating a stimulating environment to explore and grow 
in one’s faith. Worship is casual traditional, filled with 
joy and music. Sunday worship services are 8 am in the 
Chapel and 10 am in the Sanctuary.

Throughout the year additional services include, among 
others: Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, Weddings, Memorials, 
Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical, and Christmas Eve.

Youth Handbell Ensemble is the ringing group for 
students in grades 6–12. Some previous ringing or music 
reading experience is preferred, but not required, to ring in 
this ensemble. The group rings for Sunday worship several 
times throughout the year and participates in Christmas 
Eve and other special events. 

African Drum Ensemble provides an exciting instrumental 
music experience for students in grades 6-12. Students 
learn drum techniques on a variety of drums. They often 
compose their own pieces for the ensemble to play in 
Sunday worship.

Worship Spaces 
Our 200-seat Chapel includes a Schantz pipe organ, choir 
seating for 25, and a grand piano. 

The 720-seat Sanctuary was completed in 2002. The 
acoustically live and architecturally significant space is not 
only an inspiring worship venue, but also an important 
area concert hall. The chancel space is designed to 
accommodate choir seating for 60, a concert grand 
piano, and an orchestra. The Richards, Fowkes 3364-pipe 
tracker organ (Opus 14) was dedicated in 2006. This 
unique instrument is designed and built in the tradition of 
German and Dutch organs of the 17th and 18th centuries 
and took seven years from inception to completion. 
The extensive carvings are based on southwest Indian 
motifs in a European aesthetic to harmonize with native 
surroundings. Prominent are four gilded circles with an 
anthropomorphic cartouche in the center of each. They 
represent the four Gospels and ancient church traditional 
aspects of Christ: man (Matthew), ox or sacrificial victim 
(Luke), lion or power in resurrection (Mark), and the eagle 
or ascension to the Father (John).

*Our website, www.pinnaclepres.org describes our programs 
in further detail. 

Life and Ministry at Pinnacle
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Music and the Arts 
Pinnacle is a music-loving congregation with a number 
of vocal, bell, and drum ensembles across age groups. 
Music is an important part of how we worship. It plays a 
vital role in expanding inter-generational participation and 
integration of children and youth throughout the church, a 
key part of our Strategic Plan.

Current Choirs and ensembles: 
Chancel Choir is the primary musical ensemble providing 
weekly worship leadership. It comprises about 50 singers, 
including professional section leaders/soloist. Its role is to 

lead and encourage congregational singing and to present 
inspirational anthems of prayer, praise and devotion. 
In addition to singing at Sunday and special worship 
services, the choir prepares and presents larger choral 
works with a variety of instrumental ensembles. 

Pinnacle Pealers is the adult handbell choir. The choir 
regularly performs at Sunday worship services and for 
special events in the community. No previous handbell 
experience is necessary, but the ability to read music and 
commit to a weekly rehearsal is required.

Cholla Chimers is the handchime choir for all first and 
second graders. The group rings for Sunday worship 
several times throughout the year and participates in the 
Christmas pageant and other special events. 

Canyon Ringers is the handbell choir for those students 
in grades 3–5. Some previous ringing experience is a plus 
but not required to ring in this choir. The group rings for 
Sunday worship several times throughout the year and 
participates in the Christmas pageant and other special 
events. 

PKC (Pinnacle Kids’ Choir) is the singing choir for children 
ages 4–7 (Pre-K through Grade 2). In this choir, children 
learn beginning vocal and rhythm skills and musicianship 
through musical games and activities. Students learn 
hymns, rounds, and one or two-part songs by ear to sing 
in our worship services throughout the year. 

Sonoran Youth Choir is for enthusiastic students in grades 
6-12 who love to sing. This fun, inclusive choir focuses on 
learning basic vocal technique and cultivating individual 
singing styles.  The choir learns songs of various styles, 
including Gospel, Classical, Contemporary Christian, Jazz 
and a cappella, and sings in the morning worship services 
throughout the year.

Canyon Singers is the singing choir for children in grades 
3-5. This choir learns beginning sight-reading and vocal 
and rhythm skills through musical activities. Students 
also have the opportunity to explore their individual 
musicianship by singing in small groups, solos, and 
duets. The Canyon Singers sing one or two-part songs 
in the 10 am Sunday morning worship throughout the 
year, as well as participate in the Christmas pageant, the 
Christmas Eve Service, and other special events. 



Life and Ministry at Pinnacle

Children’s Ministries  
Pinnacle offers a warm and nurturing program that 
is designed to create excitement in learning about 
our Christian faith. From three-year-olds through 
5th graders, children explore the Bible and Christian 
beliefs through hands-on activities, storytelling and 
mission opportunities. Our learning community is 
also strengthened by family fellowship events and 
opportunities to connect our faith to specific acts of 
service in the church and community.

• Sunday Morning Church School

• Childcare during worship services

• Pinnacle on Wednesdays

• Wee Ones (4-year-olds & Kindergarteners)

• Bible Exploration (grades 1-5)

• Club 45 (grades 4-5)

• Vacation Bible School

Youth Ministries 
Our student ministries are dedicated to providing safe 
and supportive opportunities in which youth can come 
together to explore and develop their relationship to 
Jesus Christ through interactive Biblical teaching, exciting 
activities, and life-changing service opportunities.  
 
Adult Education  
Pinnacle’s adult education program seeks to find 
inspiring, thoughtful and engaging ways to help members 
and the community grow deeper, wider and fuller in their 
life with God.  Each program, whether in a Bible study, 
small group, or a lecture class, nurtures faith formation 
and fosters a culture of care and authentic community.  

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Women’s Bible Study
Music Education
Book Studies
S.A.G.E. (Senior Adults Gaining Enrichment) 
 
Fran Park Center for Faith and Life 
The FPC, formerly the Pinnacle Theological Center, 
develops innovative educational opportunities for 
people across generations, life circumstances, and theo-
political convictions at levels ranging from introductory 
to advanced. Designed for both lay enrichment and 
professional development, the Park Center incorporates 

up-to-date educational methods. It values conversation 
that is responsible, civil, and challenging; teaching that 
is informed and respectful; and learning opportunities 
that serve not only the church, but also the wider world. 
In this way, the Park Center helps develop leaders for the 
church, and – through the church – for the world.

Mission 
Pinnacle engages in Mission because it is at the heart 
and soul of who we are as God’s people. Our time, talent, 
and treasure are needed in today’s world. Everyone is 
invited to join us.  We find Christ in the soup kitchen 
line, worshiping with our friends in Haiti, or sitting with 
a family who has lost their home from a natural disaster.  
More often than not we ourselves are ministered by those 
we seek to serve. Pinnacle Promise is composed of two 
congregation-wide initiatives intended to find local and 
global ways for individuals to share in life and ministry 
with those in need: Haiti and Homelessness.  Each are 
funded by giving outside of the normal mission budget of 
the church. 

Below is a partial listing of mission projects we actively support:

Andre House is a ministry to the homeless and poor 
populations of greater Phoenix and is located in the heart 
of the Capital Mall District. Volunteers help prepare and 
serve meals monthly through the soup kitchen.

DUET promotes health and wellbeing through a broad 
range of services to older adults who need one-on-one 
support.

Foothills Caring Corp is a non-profit organization that 
provides support services to homebound and frail elderly 
adults.

Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, nondenominational 
Christian housing organization that builds simple, 
decent, affordable housing for those in need.

Our Haiti Initiative allows us to facilitate and support the 
work of Harmony Ministries, to spread and live the Word 
of God to the people of Haiti, to increase awareness of 
the immediate and longer term needs, and to share this 
ministry with the Pinnacle congregation and community 
in an effort to solicit their support and engage their 
personal involvement.

Madison Street Veterans Association operates an 
Outreach Center for Veterans in the Andre House building 
and MANA (Marines, Army, Navy and Air Force) House, a 
fifty-bed supportive housing unit for homeless veterans to 
return them to society.

Open Table uses a team approach with regular meetings 
to work with homeless individuals and families. 
The process includes the family and a team of 8-12 
congregation members working together to provide 
guidance and support for the displaced family.

Shoebox Ministries is a non-profit service organization 
with an ongoing program for the collection and 
distribution of personal hygiene kits to the homeless and 
working poor.

UMOM is the largest homeless shelter for families in 
Arizona. Its mission is to provide homeless families and 
individuals with safe shelter, housing and supportive 
services to assist them in reaching their greatest potential.
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Life and Ministry at Pinnacle

Congregational Care 
Congregational Care is central to the ministry at 
Pinnacle and is grounded in the church’s affirmation 
that we belong to God and to one another. We come 
together as a body to give thanks for God’s claim on our 
lives and to commit to love and serve one another after 
the example of Jesus Christ.

Soul Food - A ministry of the Deacons that offers meals 
for families experiencing crisis, trauma, or the birth of a 
child.

Stephen Ministry - Our congregation’s Stephen Ministry 
equips lay people to provide confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care to individuals in our congregation and 
community who are experiencing difficulties in their 
lives.

Prayer Chain - An email-based prayer list distributed 
multiple times each week. Faithful members and staff 
pray for these requests, and anyone can receive the 
prayer chain. 

Pastoral Counseling - The clergy staff are available to 
meet with members who need to talk about their life 
circumstances and spiritual needs. The clergy have lists 
of counselors when a referral is needed.

Deacon - The deacons of the church regularly reach out 
to members during times of celebration and loss. Every 
member of the church has a deacon assigned to them. 
Deacons stay in touch through phone calls, letters and 
email.

Home & Hospital Visitation - The pastoral staff works 
to keep up with families who need pastoral visits during 
various stages of life or illness.

Christian Social Fellowship Opportunities 
There are many opportunities for members and friends 
of PPC to share interests, beliefs, activities, privileges 
and responsibilities, experiences, and concerns. We 
work together, play together, and pray together. The 
groups below foster relationships, spiritual growth, and 
responsible service in our church.

Act II - Beyond Cancer
Al-Anon
Alcoholics Anonymous
Amigos
Art Classes
Boy Scouts
Bridge Groups
CARE Community Network
Family Camp
Greeters
Hiking Group
After-Worship Hospitality
In-Home Communion
Los Locos
Memorial Refreshments
Men’s Breakfast
S.A.G.E.
Ushers

Sanctuary Chapel

Fellowship Hall and Youth BuildingMemorial Garden

Play Structure Preschool

Pinnacle Campus
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The name “Arizona” conjures images of barren desert landscapes littered with dried bone carcasses. The reality is 
much different. Arizona is home to a wide diversity of climates. The southwest corner is famous for its desolate sand 
dunes. Mountains in the north and eastern parts of the state host winter ski resorts. Lakes in central Arizona are 
teaming with water sports in summer. 

HISTORY
The last of the 48 contiguous states to join the Union, Arizona maintains much of its “wild west” flavor. Native 
American and Hispanic cultures continue heavily to influence daily life. The state is home to 21 Native American tribes, 
including Hopi, Navajo, Apache and Pima. Ranching, mining, and agriculture played prominent roles in building the 
state’s economy and rapid growth.
 
NATURAL BEAUTY
Arizona’s breathtaking natural beauty is hard to match. The state’s crown jewel is the awe-inspiring Grand Canyon. 
Each year avid hikers make the arduous 11-mile trek to the bottom to rest their weary feet in the cool waters of the 
Colorado River. Arizona boasts some of the most spectacular sunsets and sunrises in the world.

ONLY IN ARIZONA
The greater Phoenix area is home to:
• Barrett-Jackson and Russo & Steele auto auctions
• Major League Baseball’s Cactus League Spring Training
• Waste Management Phoenix Open Golf Tournament
• Fiesta Bowl
• Multiple classical music festivals 
• World’s largest Gem & Mineral Show
• The Musical Instrument Museum
• The Phoenix Symphony
• The Arizona Opera
• Ballet Arizona
• Taliesin West

OF NOTE
With an average of 300 clear, sunny days each year, it’s easy to see why Arizona is a haven for astronomers and the 
aerospace industry.  

Innovations in medicine at the world-renowned Barrows Neurological Institute and Mayo Clinic draw physicians and 
patients from around the globe.

NORTH SCOTTSDALE, located to the northeast of Phoenix, is the fastest growing segment of the valley. It is part of a 
vibrant city that continually reinvents itself.   

Our Community
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Our Community

LOCAL MUSIC & THE ARTS 
The Metropolitan Phoenix area has a thriving arts 
scene. It supports more than twenty professional and 
volunteer choruses. The most prominent of these 
include The Phoenix Chorale (a 24-voice a cappella 
group that has won three Grammies under the direction 
of Charles Bruffy), The Phoenix Symphony Chorus (a 
140-voice chorus that performs 5-6 concerts program 
with The Phoenix Symphony and has performed recently 
at Carnegie Hall and in Vienna, Austria, under the 
direction of Dr. Thomas Bookhout), and Phoenix Boys 
Choir (a 130-voice chorus that travels nationally and 
internationally). Other notable choral groups include 
Arizona State University choral groups, Helios (6-member 
early-music group), Solis Camerata (12-member early-
music group), Orpheus Male Chorus, Sonoran Desert 
Chorale, Phoenix Girls Chorus, and Phoenix Children’s 
Chorus.

The Phoenix Symphony is Arizona’s largest performing 
arts organization. Founded in 1947 as a part-time 
orchestra in a city of fewer than 100,000 people, the 
Symphony has grown to become Arizona’s only full-
time symphony orchestra. The mission of The Phoenix 
Symphony is “to provide the joy of music as a catalyst in 
helping Arizona to become the best place in America to 
work and live.” Each season The Phoenix Symphony offers 
awe-inspiring Classics and Pops, one-of-a-kind specials, 
and dynamic family concerts in downtown Phoenix and 
throughout central Arizona. 

Ballet Arizona is an innovative and provocative 
professional ballet company that creates, performs, and 
teaches outstanding classical and contemporary ballet. 
The company is dedicated to preserving and celebrating 
classical dance while creating and commissioning 
new innovative works, and presents six major works a 
year. Ballet Arizona is under the artistic direction of Ib 
Anderson, who was principal dancer with the New York 
Ballet for over a decade. Ballet Arizona serves the people 
of central Arizona through education and community 
outreach programs which touch the lives of more than 
35,000 children each year. 

Arizona Opera, now in its 45th Season, produces fully-
staged operas, concerts, and collaborative programs 
throughout the state of Arizona each season. The 
organization is among only a handful of companies in the 
United States that regularly performs in more than one 
city (Phoenix & Tucson). The Arizona Opera Orchestra, 
established in 2000, consists of members of symphony 
orchestras from Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson, as well as 
faculty from local universities. The chorus is comprised 
of Phoenix and Tucson community members and 
students from local universities. In addition to producing 
five grand operas each year in Phoenix and Tucson, 
Arizona Opera offers in-school touring productions and 
numerous outreach events for children and adults of all 
ages.  

The Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) displays more 
than 6,500 instruments collected from around 200 of 
the world’s countries and territories. Most displays are 
enhanced by state-of-the-art audio and video technologies 
that allow guests to see the instruments, hear their 
sounds, and observe them being played in their original 
contexts—performances that are often as spectacular as 
the instruments themselves. All guests are invited to play 
instruments from around the world. MIM presents a wide 
variety of concerts in its comfortable acoustically superb 
300-seat theater. Approximately 200 artists appear each 
year, including many who have rarely, if ever, been seen 
in Phoenix. From jazz to classical, bluegrass to singer/
songwriters, MIM is an unparalleled venue for enjoying 
old favorites and experiencing new sounds from around 
the world.

The Phoenix Art Museum, an institution of exciting art 
and learning since 1959, has become the largest art 
museum in the southwestern United States, providing 
access to art from all over the world to the people of 
Arizona. Throughout the year the museum presents 
festivals, live performances, and independent art films, 
plus family and school educational programs.

Phoenix Theatre is the largest producing regional theatre 
company in the Valley, and offers more programs and 
experiences than any other. With over 200 performances 
on multiple stages and thriving education and outreach 
programs, it inspire more than 100,000 citizens every year. 

Arizona Musicfest annually presents top artists of 
classical, chamber, jazz, Broadway, country, blues, opera, 
bluegrass, and pop music in exceptional programs at 
venues throughout Scottsdale and Phoenix, Arizona. At 
the heart of each annual Festival is the Arizona Musicfest 
Festival Orchestra, conducted by Maestro Robert Moody, 
and comprised of musicians from America’s finest 
orchestras, including; the Chicago Symphony, New York 
Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, Cleveland Orchestra, 
Houston Symphony, the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, 
and many others.

Our Community
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Scottsdale is one of several cities that make up the 
greater Phoenix area. Referred to as The Valley of the Sun, 
more than 4.5 million people call this great metropolis 
home. Numerous cultural, recreational, and family-
friendly opportunities abound.

When the weather is at its best you can enjoy a spring 
training baseball game. The area is spring training home 
to more than 15 Major League Baseball teams including 
the Chicago Cubs, the San Diego Padres, and, of course, 
the Arizona Diamondbacks. Spring is also the best time 
for hiking and horseback riding.  Located in the Sonoran 
Desert, Scottsdale and the rest of the Valley has hundreds 
of paved and natural hiking trails.  There are many well-
known trails, including Pinnacle Peak (near the church), 
Piestewa Peak, Camelback Mountain, and the McDowell 
Mountains.   

Sport enthusiasts have endless options in the Valley. 
There is professional hockey, football, baseball, men’s and 
women’s basketball, along with arena football. Various 
collegiate sports abound, including several college playoff 
games such as the Playstation Fiesta Bowl. The Player’s 
Club Golf Course hosts the annual Waste Management 
Open, which draws record crowds each year.

NASCAR fans can enjoy the Phoenix International 
Raceway. If you’re in the market for a special car, our 
area hosts two main car auction companies: Barrett-
Jackson and Russo and Steele. Each year the companies 
bring exotic, rare, and beautiful cars for your viewing or 
bidding pleasure. Animal lovers will find West World full 
of amazing events all year long. They host internationally-
claimed horse shows, dog shows, and even pony shows.   

If you need to take a weekend to relax and reflect, 
Scottsdale is full of beautiful resorts and spas that will 
wash away the stresses of everyday life. The Grand 
Canyon, Flagstaff, and Sedona are all just a short drive 
away; these areas offer a reprieve from the summer sun 
and even have snow during winter months.  The beaches 
of California and Mexico are less than a day’s drive.  
The temperate climate and the Sonoran Desert views 
make Scottsdale a desirable and beautiful place to 
live. Our area is ever growing, and nearly everyone you 
meet is from somewhere else, making for a diverse and 
interesting culture. Finding new friends is not hard in this 
relaxed, western environment.

Our Community

EDUCATION 
The North Scottsdale/Phoenix area offers a wide variety 
of learning opportunities for families moving to the 
area. Arizona is an open-enrollment state, meaning that 
children may attend a school outside their neighborhood 
for free, so long as there is a spot available.

Public schools in the area are well ranked, offering 
immersion language programs beginning in kindergarten 
for Mandarin, French, and Spanish.They also offer self-
contained gifted programs and pull-out honors programs 
for highly-achieving students beginning in elementary 
school. Programs are also available for Uniquely Gifted 
students who have high IQs but need extra support. 

Middle schools in the area have a variety of programs 
depending on student’s interests, including language, 
arts, and music academies, and more. 

Public high schools have excellent sports programs 
supported by a variety of area sports clubs including 
swimming, football, and soccer. High schools are also 
well ranked and have nationally known music performance 
programs, STEM programs, as well as International 
Baccalaureate programs. Local high schools turn out a 
number of National Merit semi-finalists and finalists each 
year. 

North Scottsdale/Phoenix also has many private 
and charter schools offering a variety of educational 
opportunities, including Basis, a nationally ranked charter 
school for both elementary and high school grades.  

High school and postsecondary students can also take 
classes through a robust community college system that 
offers university transfer credits for a much lower cost. 
Students will find occupational programs in nursing and 
healthcare fields, automotive, massage therapy, physical 
therapy, cosmetology, among others. 

As mentioned earlier in this profile, Pinnacle Presbyterian 
Preschool, located on the church campus, is an active 
community of teachers and parents dedicated to raising 
competent, creative, and caring children. Established 
in 1995, Pinnacle offers an educational program based 
on best practices in early childhood education and 
development. Inspired by the schools of Reggio Emilia, 
Italy, and accredited by the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The Preschool 
believes that young children are creative and competent 
learners, capable of engaging fully with new concepts, 
building friendships, respect for others and advocating 
for one’s needs and ideas.

Members of the Director of Music Ministry Search 
Committee will be available to help answer questions 
and provide more specific information to the chosen 
candidate about educational opportunities in the area, 
including programs for students with special needs.

Additional Resources: 
Paradise Valley Unified School District 
pvschools.net

Cave Creek School District 
ccusd93.org

Scottsdale School District 
susd.org
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Dr. Wesley Avram  |  Senior Pastor and Head of Staff  
Wes is originally from Rochester, MI, has been in ministry for 30 years, and began his 
ministry at Pinnacle in 2009. Wes has a varied church experience, having grown up in 
the Episcopal, United Methodist, and Presbyterian churches, and having served both 
inside and outside the PCUSA. This shapes his approach to ministry, as he loves the 
many perspectives we all bring to the faith. Wes holds a bachelor degree and PhD from 
Northwestern University and a Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. 
He has also studied at the University of Sussex, The Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
The Tantur Ecumenical Institute, and the University of Chicago. He’s served as Senior 
Pastor of congregations in Bryn Mawr, PA., and Wilmette, IL., as College Chaplain at 
Bates College, in Maine, as the Clement–Muehl Assistant Professor of Communication 
at Yale Divinity School and in Yale’s Institute for Sacred Music. He is author of Where 
the Light Shines Through (Brazos, 2005) and Anxious About Empire (Brazos, 2004).

He and his wife, Lynne, have two sons, Andrew and Paul. Lynne works as a high school 
nurse in the Deer Valley School System.

Rev. Kelsy Brown  |  Associate Pastor for Membership and Mission 
A native of Utah, Kelsy’s family attended a small Presbyterian church in a decidedly 
Mormon community. The experience helped shape her strong foundation in the 
Reformed faith.  She attended Whitworth College in Spokane, WA, where she earned 
degrees in Theology and History. During her undergraduate studies it became 
clear, not just to her but to others, that she has a penchant toward ministry.  Kelsy 
earned her Master of Divinity from the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, 
PA.  Prior to joining the pastoral staff at Pinnacle, she served as solo Pastor at the 
Altavista Presbyterian Church in Altavista, VA.

Kelsy enjoys cooking, yoga and spending time with her dog, Calvin. Her family, who 
is spread out from Washington to Utah to New York, provide much needed rest 
and refreshment through telephone and personal visits. Kelsy is a member of the 
denomination’s Company of New Pastors and is frequently in contact with several 
mentors who provide humor and guidance.

Rev. Frank Harmon  |  Associate Pastor for Children, Teens and Their Families 
Frank grew up in Avon, IN, just west of Indianapolis. Cornfields, lakes and rivers were 
his playgrounds! In high school Frank was involved with Young Life and Fellowship 
of Christian athletes. He attended Wabash College, where he became involved with 
Campus Crusade for Christ and began to hear God calling him into the ministry. Frank 
attended Pittsburgh Theological Seminary where he received a Master in Divinity. 
While at PTS he participated on several mission trips and was most significantly 
influenced by his travels to Israel, Haiti and Senegal. Prior to coming to Pinnacle, 
Frank served as Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults at Placentia Presbyterian 
Church in Placentia, CA.

Frank and his wife, Becca, have three children: Trey, Savannah, and Jude. Frank enjoys 
playing and watching all sports – especially college football and the Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish! He also loves woodworking, hiking, camping, fishing, and spending 
time with his family!

Pinnacle Pastoral & Program Staff
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Dr. Tina Campbell  |  Assisting Pastor for Senior Adults (half-time) 
Tina is originally from Des Moines. She attended Buena Vista College in Storm 
Lake, Iowa, and earned both her Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry from 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in New Brighton, MN. Ordained in 
the United Church of Christ in 1975, Tina has had ministries in counseling, prison 
chaplaincy, dependency recovery, and pastoral care with hospice.

Tina has spent decades doing ministry in the trenches, and she takes very seriously 
the Biblical mandate to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and visit the prisoner.  
She has a daughter, Sandy, who lives in Washington, DC, and a Bull Mastiff rescue 
named Pepper. She enjoys photography and maintains close ties with her childhood 
friends and depends upon them for support, advice, love and feedback. Humor is a 
huge part of her interaction with friends and loved ones.

Kelly Horn  |  Director of Children’s Ministries
Kelly was born and raised in St. Louis, MO, where many of his family still reside. He 
has nearly 20 years experience in the field of education, working in public, charter 
and private schools. He has taught French and Latin as well as fourth, sixth and 
seventh grade classrooms. Kelly also has fourteen years of administrative experience 
having served as division director and headmaster in schools in Missouri and New 
Mexico. Kelly has Bachelor’s degrees in French and Economics and a Master’s 
degree in Education from Truman State University. He also completed a post-
graduate fellowship in educational leadership at Columbia University. 

Kelly’s wife, Pamela, and stepson, Joel, enjoy sports, camping, fishing and time doing 
anything in the outdoors. 

Dr. Allen Hilton  |  Theologian in Residence
Allen is the founder and leader of House United, a donor-driven non-profit initiative 
dedicated to bringing people together across our political, religious, and racial 
divisions for the common good (houseunitedmovement.org). He has served on 
the New Testament faculties of the Yale Divinity School and St. Mary’s College of 
California, and on the clergy teams of large congregational churches in New Canaan, 
CT, Seattle WA, and, most recently, Wayzata, MN.  Hundreds of churches across the 
nation use his adult ed Bible curricula, and he is currently putting finishing touches 
on a popular book called A House United and a scholarly book, Illiterate Apostles.

Allen, his wife Liz, his sons Sam (b. 2003) and Isaac (b. 2005), and their Labradoodle 
Watson (b. 2012) live near Old Town in Scottsdale.  Allen loves to play golf, talk about 
good books, root for the Vikings, and soak up time with his family.



Dr. Sharon Hansen  |  Interim Director of Music and Arts 
Sharon is Emerita Professor of Conducting and Choral Music at the University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee. Prior to her twenty years in Milwaukee, she served as Professor 
of Choral Music at the University of Northern Iowa; as a music teacher in the Omaha, 
NE, area schools; and as a church musician. She has conducted choral ensembles the 
world over, making her Carnegie Hall debut in 1997. For many years Sharon served 
as handbell clinician for the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers, conducting 
and teaching at their national and regional conferences. She received the Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in Conducting from the Conservatory of Music at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. Sharon is married to David Rachor, Professor Emeritus of 
Bassoon at the University of Northern Iowa, and they reside in south Tempe. She 
speaks and reads in French, German, and Spanish, but her choirs over the years have 
sung in some forty languages, representing twenty-six world cultures. 

She enjoys beading and jewelry making; reading; working out in HIIT and Tabata 
classes; and, most of all, experiencing the breathtaking sights of the beautiful West and 
Southwest.

Brandon Burns*  |  Interim Organist & Director of Youth & Children’s Bells 
Brandon who is from Hickory, North Carolina, is a DMA organ performance student 
at ASU. He recently finished his Master of Sacred Music degree at the University 
of Notre Dame and previously earned his Bachelor of Arts in Sacred Music from 
Lenoir-Rhyne University. He served as an organist at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart at Notre Dame, where he worked with the Notre Dame Liturgical Choir 
and the Women’s Liturgical Choir. Prior to that he served as music director at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Newton, NC. Brandon served summer internships with 
Noack Organ Builders in Georgetown, MA, and Taylor and Boody Organ Builders 
in Staunton, VA. He has attended summer organ academies in Sweden and the 
Netherlands. He is conversant in Spanish and German and enjoys science, history 
and cooking.

Dr. Sonja D. Branch*  |  Director of African Drum Ensemble 
Sonja holds degrees in music performance from Ithaca College and Arizona 
State University where she studied for many years with percussionist and 
ethnomusicologist, Dr. Mark Sunkett.  In addition to her freelance work around 
the Phoenix area, Sonja performs on all kinds of percussion with the MusicaNova 
Orchestra, the Phoenix Metropolitan Opera, Phoenix-based Kawambe Omowale 
African Drum and Dance Theater, JT’s Island Steel, Grupo Liberdade, and also on 
guitarron and vihuela with Mariachi Corazón de Phoenix. Sonja is also a regular 
guest artist with the Phoenix Chorale; she was the featured instrumentalist on their 
2008 Grammy-winning album Spotless Rose: Hymns to the Virgin Mary.
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Dr. Michael Hegeman*  |  Managing Director for the Pinnacle Concert Series
Michael holds a PhD in Homiletics (Preaching) and New Testament from Princeton 
Theological Seminary where he taught speech, preaching and liturgy for ten years.  
An Arizona resident since 1978, Michael graduated from Grand Canyon University 
with a degree in Music Education. Michael taught at the First Presbyterian Academy, 
formerly housed in the Historic First Presbyterian Church (Phoenix), where he served 
as an elder before going to Princeton Seminary. Michael teaches courses in Spiritual 
Studies and frequently lectures on diverse topics dealing with faith and religion 
around the Phoenix metropolitan area. He is serving as a consultant to the Fran Park 
Center. 

 
 
Peggy Purkey*  |  Musical Assistant 
Peggy Purkey is the Music Assistant at Pinnacle, beginning in 2001; currently she 
accompanies the Cholla, Canyon and Sonoran youth choirs.  She also substitutes for 
the organist when they are not available.  Peggy was the interim organist at Pinnacle 
from June of 2000 to August of 2001.  She received a BA in music from Rutgers 
University.  Peggy also enjoys ringing in the Pinnacle Pealers and singing in the 
Chancel choir at Pinnacle.  

She resides in the neighboring area of Scottsdale with her husband, Bob.   They have 
been members of Pinnacle Presbyterian Church for over twenty years.

 
Katherine Talley*  |  Director of Elementary & Youth Singing Choirs
Katherine claims several hometowns: Columbus, Ohio; Tucson, Arizona; Bristol, 
England; and Wichita, Kansas. She received a Bachelor of Musical Arts degree and 
a Master of Education degree from Arizona State University. She has performed in 
numerous plays, operas, operettas, oratorios and musicals, her most memorable 
being “Die Zauberflöte”, “Suor Angelica”, “The Seven Last Words of Christ”, “Bye-
Bye Birdie”, “The One - a Hip-Hopera,” “Little Shop of Horrors,” “H.M.S. Pinafore,” 
“Hansel and Gretel,” and “Robert Ray’s “Gospel Mass.” She can be heard on the 
album, Voices from Spoon River, available on the Summit Records label and can be 
heard singing background vocals on several other albums, including Playground, 
The Generosity Water Project and With God. Katherine loves speaking in different 
languages -- especially German -- and has a passion for music, science fiction, and 
sports. She proudly supports The Ohio State Buckeyes!

Marsha Vanderwerff*  |  Director/Contemporary Music Worship Leader 
Marsha has been involved in church music since elementary school and has 
participated in and directed youth and adult church choirs throughout her career. 
Marsha holds music degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Currently she is a doctoral candidate 
(ABD) in Music Education at Arizona State University, and in the process of writing 
her dissertation, expecting to graduate this fall. Her passion for contemporary 
worship began in 1995, when she became a founding member of the “Living 
Stones,”[1 Peter 2:5] a praise band that led contemporary worship at her home 
church in Greensboro, NC. In her free time, Marsha enjoys decorating, creating 
homemade wreaths, reading, cooking/baking, swimming, walking and riding her 
bicycle along the area canals with her daughter Sallie and dog Maggie Moo. 

*Denotes part-time staff
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