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Jesus in Jerusalem 

Outreach and Anguish in the Epicenter 
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing! 

Matthew 23.37-38 
 
Open – A City in the News 
 
Jesus’ Trips to Jerusalem – A Guessing Game 
 
Gospel authors’ job is to characterize Jesus for their churches – to gather his teaching 
and episodes of his life, death, and resurrection that bring him home to the earliest 
Christians in living color. That means they choose to feature different details, and that’s 
a bonus to us as readers. Four Gospels give us four images of Jesus . So…how many 
times do you imagine Jesus traveled to Jerusalem in his life according to each of the 
four Gospels? 
 
 Matthew? 
 Mark? 
 Luke? 
 John? 
 
A Focus on John 
 
In John’s Gospel, Jesus spends more time in Jerusalem than in Galilee. That means we 
get greater detail about where Jesus worked in the city. Here are passages that matter 
in John: 
 
John 2:13   And athe Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus bwent up to 
Jerusalem.  14 aAnd He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the moneychangers seated.  
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John 3:22   After these things Jesus and His adisciples came into the land of Judea, 
and there He was spending time with them and bbaptizing.  23 And John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was 1much water there; and they were 
coming and were being baptized.  
 
John 4:1   When therefore athe Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and bbaptizing more disciples than John 2 (although aJesus Himself was not 
baptizing, but His bdisciples were),  3 He left aJudea, and departed bagain into Galilee.  4 
And He had to pass through aSamaria.  5 So He *came to a city of aSamaria, called 
Sychar, near bthe parcel of ground that cJacob gave to his son Joseph;  6 and Jacob’s 
well was there.  
 
John 4:54   This is again a asecond 1sign that Jesus performed, when He had bcome 
out of Judea into Galilee.  
 
John 5:1   After these things there was 1aa feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.  2 Now there is in Jerusalem by athe sheep gate a pool, which is called bin 
1Hebrew 2Bethesda, having five porticoes. 
 
John 6:1   After these things aJesus went away to the other side of bthe Sea of Galilee 
(or cTiberias).  2 And a great multitude was following Him, because they were seeing the 
1asigns which He was performing on those who were sick.  
 
John 7:1   And after these things Jesus awas walking in Galilee; for He was unwilling to 
walk in Judea, because bthe Jews cwere seeking to kill Him.  2 Now the feast of the 
Jews, athe Feast of Booths, was at hand.  3 His abrothers therefore said to Him, “Depart 
from here, and go into Judea, that Your bdisciples also may behold Your works which 
You are doing. 
 
John 7:8    “Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up1 to this feast because aMy 
time has not yet fully come.”  9 And having said these things to them, He stayed in 
Galilee. But when His abrothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went 
up, not publicly, but as it were, in secret.  11 aThe Jews therefore bwere seeking Him at 
the feast, and were saying, “Where is He?” And there was much grumbling among the 
multitudes concerning Him; asome were saying, “He is a good man”; others were 
saying, “No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray.”  13 Yet no one was 
speaking openly of Him for afear of the Jews.  
 
John 7:14   But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, 
and began to ateach.  15 aThe Jews therefore were marveling, saying, “How has this 
man bbecome learned, having never been educated?”  
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John 7:32 The Pharisees heard the multitude muttering these things about Him; and 
the chief priests and the Pharisees sent aofficers to bseize Him.  33 Jesus therefore said, 
“aFor a little while longer I am with you, then bI go to Him who sent Me.  34 “aYou shall 
seek Me, and shall not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come.”  35 aThe Jews 
therefore said to one another, “bWhere does this man intend to go that we shall not find 
Him? He is not intending to go to cthe Dispersion among dthe Greeks, and teach the 
Greeks, is He?  
 
John 40 Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, 
“This certainly is athe Prophet.”  41 Others were saying, “This is 1the Christ.” Still others 
were saying, “aSurely 1the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He?  42 “Has not 
the Scripture said that the Christ comes from athe offspring of David, and from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?”  43 So athere arose a division in the multitude 
because of Him.   
 
 43 So athere arose a division in the multitude because of Him.  44 And asome of them 
wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him.  
 
John 7:45   The aofficers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they 
said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?”  46 The aofficers answered, “bNever did a 
man speak the way this man speaks.”  47 The Pharisees therefore answered them, 
“aYou have not also been led astray, have you?  48 “aNo one of bthe rulers or Pharisees 
has believed in Him, has he?  49 “But this multitude which does not know the Law is 
accursed.”  50 aNicodemus *said to them (he who came to Him before, being one of 
them),  51 “aOur Law does not judge a man, unless it first hears from him and knows 
what he is doing, does it?”  52 They answered and said to him, “aYou are not also from 
Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.”  53 [1And 
everyone went to his home.  
 
56 “aYour father Abraham brejoiced 1to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  57 aThe 
Jews therefore said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?”  58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 1was 
born, aI am.”  59 Therefore they apicked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus 1bhid 
Himself, and went out of the temple2.  
 
John 10:22   At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem;  23 it was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of aSolomon.  
 
 

Jesus’ Places in Jerusalem 
 
Bethany 
 
Bethpage 
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Mount of Olives 
 
Zech. 14:4 eOn that day his feet shall stand fon gthe Mount of Olives that lies before 
Jerusalem on the east, and gthe Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west 
by ha very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the 
other half southward. 
 
Temple 
 
Jesus in the Temple 
 
Matt. 4:5 Then the devil *took Him into athe holy city; and he had Him stand on the 
pinnacle of the temple,  
 
Matt. 12:5 “Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
temple 1break the Sabbath, and are innocent?  6 “But I say to you, that something 
agreater than the temple is here.  
 
Matt. 21:12   aAnd Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying 
and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the bmoneychangers and the 
seats of those who were selling 1cdoves.  
 
Matt. 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and aHe healed 
them.  15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He 
had done, and the children who were crying out in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to 
the aSon of David,” they became indignant,  
 
Matt. 21:23   aAnd when He had come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to Him bas He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You 
doing these things, and who gave You this authority?”  
 
Matt. 24:1   aAnd Jesus bcame out from the temple and was going away 1when His 
disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.  
 
Matt. 26:55 At that time Jesus said to the multitudes, “Have you come out with swords 
and clubs to arrest Me as against a robber? aEvery day I used to sit in the temple 
teaching and you did not seize Me.  
 
Mark 11:11   And aHe entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking 
all around, bHe departed for Bethany with the twelve, since it was already late.  
 
Mark 11:15   aAnd they *came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to 
cast out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of 
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the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling 1doves;  16 and He would 
not permit anyone to carry 1goods through the temple.  
 
Mark 11:27   And they *came again to Jerusalem. aAnd as He was walking in the 
temple, the chief priests, and scribes, and elders *came to Him,  
 
Mark 12:35   aAnd Jesus answering began to say, as He btaught in the temple, “How is 
it that the scribes say that 1the Christ is the cson of David?  
 
Mark 13:1   aAnd as He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, 
“Teacher, behold 1what wonderful stones and 1what wonderful buildings!”  
 
Mark 13:3   And as He was sitting on athe Mount of Olives opposite the temple, bPeter 
and 1James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately,  
 
Mark 14:49 “Every day I was with you ain the temple teaching, and you did not seize 
Me; but 1this has happened that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.”  
 
Luke 2:27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, 1ato carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  
 
Luke 2:37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. And she never left the 
temple, serving night and day with afastings and prayers.  
 
Luke 2:46 And it came about that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting 
in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them, and asking them questions.  
 
Luke 4:9   aAnd he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the 
temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here;  
 
Luke 18:10 “Two men awent up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other 
a 1tax-gatherer.  
 
Luke 19:45   aAnd He entered the temple and began to cast out those who were 
selling,  
 
Luke 19:47   And aHe was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the 
scribes and the leading men among the people bwere trying to destroy Him,  
 
Luke 20:1   aAnd it came about on one of the days while bHe was teaching the people 
in the temple and cpreaching the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes with the 
elders dconfronted Him, 
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Luke 21:5   aAnd while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and votive gifts, He said,  
 
Luke 21:37   Now 1during the day He was ateaching in the temple, but 2bat evening He 
would go out and spend the night on 3cthe mount that is called 4Olivet.  38 And all the 
people would get up aearly in the morning to come to Him in the temple to listen to 
Him.  
 
Luke 22:52 And Jesus said to the chief priests and aofficers of the temple and elders 
who had come against Him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs bas against a 
robber?  53 “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but 
1this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”  
 
Luke 24:53 and were continually in the temple, 1praising God.  
 
John 2:14 aAnd He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the moneychangers seated.  15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins 
of the moneychangers, and overturned their tables;  
 
John 5:14 Afterward Jesus *found him in the temple, and said to him, “Behold, you 
have become well; do not asin anymore, bso that nothing worse may befall you.”  
 
John 7:14   But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, 
and began to ateach.  
 
John 7:28 Jesus therefore cried out in the temple, ateaching and saying, “bYou both 
know Me and know where I am from; and cI have not come of Myself, but He who sent 
Me is true, whom you do not know.  
 
John 8:2 And early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people 
were coming to Him; and aHe sat down and began to teach them.  
 
John 8:20 These words He spoke in athe treasury, as bHe taught in the temple; and no 
one seized Him, because cHis hour had not yet come.  
 
John 8:59 Therefore they apicked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus 1bhid Himself, 
and went out of the temple2.  
 
John 10:23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of 
aSolomon.  
 
John 11:56 Therefore they awere seeking for Jesus, and were saying to one another, as 
they stood in the temple, “What do you think; that He will not come to the feast at all?”  
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John 18:20 Jesus answered him, “I ahave spoken openly to the world; I always btaught 
in 1synagogues, and cin the temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke 
nothing in secret.  
 
Close – A Stage for Grace 
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Archaeology and Geography  
related to the Gospel of John 

This page lists all the regions, cities, and other places mentioned in the Fourth Gospel. 
Pertinent webpages and/or photos of the sites as they appear today are provided, if 
available, although for some places named in John's Gospel, the exact location is 

disputed or unknown. 

 

Galilee: 

Galilee, as a region in general  (1:43;  4:3, 43, 45, 47, 54;  7:1, 9, 41, 52) 

• Galilee and the Golan - archaeological resources and links, compiled by Rev. 
Donald D. Binder 

Bethsaida, the city of Philip, Andrew and Peter (1:44; 12:21) 

• The Bethsaida Excavations Project - from the University of Omaha 

Nazareth, where Jesus is from (1:45, 46); later, Jesus is also called a "Nazarene" 
(18:5, 7; 19:19) 

• Archaeological Excavation Results in Nazareth - from the "Franciscan 
Cyberspot" website on Nazareth 

Cana, always called "Cana of Galilee" (2:1, 11; 4:46; 21:2) 

• Cana of the Galilee: Archaeology Field School - pictures of new excavations; 
led by the University of Puget Sound 

Capernaum (2:12; 4:46; 6:17, 24); and specifically the "Synagogue at Capernaum" 
(6:59) 

• Capernaum - an excellent page with text and photos, esp. of the Synagogue, 
by Rev. Donald D. Binder 

Sea of Galilee (6:1); also called the "Sea of Tiberias" (6:1; 21:1) or simply the "sea" 
(6:16-25; 21:7) 
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• Ancient Galilee Boat - a 2000-year-old boat, discovered in 1986, now 
preserved and exhibited at the Yigal Allon Museum in Ginosar, Israel 

• Sea of Galilee - travel photos by Galen Frysinger, Sheboygan, WI 

Tiberias, the city on the SW shore of the sea (6:23) 

•   

Unnamed Mountain in Galilee, where Jesus feeds 5000 people (6:3, 15) 

•   

[Magdala] - the Fourth Gospel does not name this town, but it is probably where 
"Mary Magdalene" is from (19:25; 20:1, 18) 

•   

 

Samaria: 

Samaria, as a region in general (4:4,5,7) 

• SHOMRON (SAMARIA) - a very large collection of resources and links, 
compiled by Alexander Kaplunovsky 

Sychar, a Samaritan city near the land that Jacob gave to Joseph (4:5; also "the city" 
in 4:8, 28, 30, 39); possibly the same as ancient Shechem 

•   

Jacob's Well, near Sychar (4:6-15) 

•   

Unnamed Mountain in Samaria (4:20-21), traditionally identified with Mount 
Gerizim 

•   
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The Jordan River Valley and the Judean Countryside: 

Judean territory (3:22) or Judea as a region in general (4:3, 47, 54; 7:1, 3; 11:7) 

•   

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing (1:28; cf. 3:26; 10:40) - exact 
location uncertain 

•   

Aenon near Salim, where John was baptizing (3:23) - exact location uncertain 

•   

Ephraim, "a town in the region near the wilderness" (11:54) - exact location 
uncertain 

•   

Arimathea, where "Joseph of Arimathea" is from (19:38) - exact location uncertain 

•  

 

Places Near Jerusalem: 

Bethlehem, the village (South of Jerusalem) where David lived and from where the 
Messiah is supposed to come (7:42); but the Fourth Gospel does not directly say that 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

•   

Mount of Olives, just East of Jerusalem (8:1) - mentioned often in the Synoptics, but 
in John only in the story of the Adulterous Woman 

•   

Bethany, the village Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, about two miles Southeast of 
Jerusalem (11:1, 18, 30; 12:1);  tourists can see the traditional sites of the House of 
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Martha, Mary, and Lazarus (11:20, 31; 12:3) and the Tomb of Lazarus (11:17, 31, 
38; 12:17), but the exact locations are unknown 

•   

Garden across the Kidron Valley (18:1; cf. 18:26) - the Synoptics call the place 
where Jesus is arrested "Gethsemane," but the Fourth Gospel does not mention this 
name 

•   

Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, where Jesus was crucified (19:17); most likely on 
the site of the present Church of the Holy Sepulcher 

•   

Garden where the Tomb of Jesus was located, near to where Jesus was crucified 
(19:41, 42;  20:1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 11) 

•  

 

The City and Temple of Jerusalem:  

Jerusalem, the city in general (1:19; 2:13, 23; 4:20, 21, 45; 5:1, 2; 10:22; 11:18, 55; 
12:12); see also "the city" (19:20), and "Jerusalemites" (7:25) 

• Jerusalem - archaeological resources and links, by Rev. Donald D. Binder 
• Virtual Jerusalem Tour - from Hebrew University, Jerusalem 
• Holyland Model of Ancient Jerusalem (66 C.E.) - dozens of good pictures, 

from the Holyland Hotel 

The Temple of Jerusalem, meaning the Temple Mount or Temple Precincts in 
general (2:14,15; 5:14; 7:14, 28; 8:2, 20, 59; 10:23; 11:56; 18:20). Jesus refers more 
directly to the main buildings as his "Father's House" (2:16, 17; 14:2) or as the 
"Sanctuary" (2:19, 20, 21).  More specific locations within the Temple precincts 
include the "Temple Treasury" (8:20) and the "Portico of Solomon" (10:23). 

•   
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The Pool of Bethzatha (or Bethesda), a pool with five porticos just North of the 
"Sheep Gate" in Jerusalem (5:2; cf. 5:7) 

• The Pool of Bethesda - archaeological remains today; photos by Felix Just, SJ 

The Pool of Siloam, on the Southern tip of Jerusalem (9:7; cf. 9:11) 

• The Pool of Siloam - as it still exists in Jerusalem today; photos by Felix Just, 
SJ 

• Siloam Inscription - by K. C. Hanson, Fortress Press 
• Siloam Inscription & Hezekiah's Tunnel - from Hebrew University, Jerusalem 

[The Upper Room] - the Synoptics describe the place where Jesus' Last Supper was 
held as "a large room upstairs" (Mark 14:15), but the Fourth Gospel does not specify 
where Jesus had his last meal with his disciples (John 13--17). 

•   

The High Priest's House, where Jesus is interrogated, and the Courtyard, where Peter 
denies knowing Jesus (18:15-27) 

•   

The Praetorium, the Headquarters of Pilate, where Jesus is tried (18:28-19:16); 
and Gabbatha, the "Stone Pavement," the location of the judge's bench just outside 
the praetorium (19:13) 

•   

The House where Jesus' disciples met after the crucifixion and resurrection (20:19-
29) 

• [Note: the Fourth Gospel does not specify the location, nor does it claim that it 
was the same place where the Last Supper was held.] 

 

Related Sites and Materials:  

Ephesus, the city in Asia Minor where the John's Gospel was traditionally thought to 
have been written 
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• Focus on Ephesus - a good overview with pictures, from the Focus Online 
Magazine 

Denarius, the Roman coin mentioned in John 6:7; 12:5 

• Biblical Coins: Denarius - a brief description with one picture; by Edmond W. 
Holroyd, III, Ph.D. 

• Roman Coins of the Early Empire - including a section on the denarius; by Tim 
Ryan 

 

General Resources for Archaeology on the Web 

• ABZU - the largest supersite for the study of the Ancient Near East; from the 
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago 

• Archaeology on the Net: Regional: Near East - part of another supersite with 
good links 

• Perseus Digital Library - a digital library of resources for the study of the 
ancient world 

• Biblical Archaeology - from the "ArchNet" supersite, now sponsored by the 
"Archaeological Research Institute" at Arizona State University 

• Pictures of Places of the Bible Places of the Bible: Holyland Bible Picture 
Tour -  

• Forum Ancient Coins - commercial site for collectors of rare coins, incl. 
ancient Roman coins, Greek coins, etc. 
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