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Getting to Know Galilee 

The Small, Significant Acreage of Jesus’ Ministry 
 

 
Open – You Gotta Know the Territory 
 
Harold Hill, the band-building hustler from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “The Music 
Man,” provoked gossip wherever he went. In one song, as his fellow rail passengers 
toss in what they know and don’t know about this traveling salesman, they land 
collectively on his Achilles heel: “He doesn’t know the territory.” 
 
In Bible study you’ve REALLY gotta know the territory – or at least it helps a whole lot 
as we approach the passages we read. One author writes,  

Geography in the Ancient Near East was a physical representation of 
transcendent reality. Mapping things geographically was a visible form of 
Israel’s theology. For example, since Jerusalem was central to Israel’s 
worldview, it was also central to the cartography of the time. The temple 
therefore was not only at the center of religious, economic, or political life, 
but was in fact the center of the cosmos, the axis mundi (the axis of the 
world), the point of junction between heaven, earth, and hell. (See 
Schreiner article in the back of this handout.) 

There’s a reason why Jerusalem is a point of political controversy and ethnic battles, 
and that reason goes back at least 2,000 years! Land is identity. 
 
With that in mind, let’s take a geographical journey through the region of Galilee where 
Jesus grew up and lived out most of his ministry. 
 
A Geographical Jaunt through Galilee in Mark’s Gospel 

And it came about in those days that Jesus bcame from Nazareth in Galilee, and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And immediately coming up out of the water, He saw 
the heavens 1opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice 
came out of the heavens: “aThou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased.” (Mark 
1.9-11) 
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As Jesus was going along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, the 
brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” (Mark 1.16-17) 
 
aAnd Jesus, Peter, Andrew, James, and John went into Capernaum; and immediately 
on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and began to teach… And immediately the 
news about Him went out everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee. (Mark 
1.21-28) 
 

 

Nazareth was a small insignificant town (John 1:46) in lower Galilee where Gabriel 
appeared to Mary (Luke 1:26). Mary and Joseph travelled from there to Bethlehem 
(Luke 2:4) where Jesus was born. After the flight into Egypt they returned to Nazareth 
to live (Matt 2:23; Luke 2:4, 39, 51). Jesus eventually left the city for a wider ministry 
(Matt 4:13; Mark 1:9) but at one point he was rejected by the inhabitants of the town 
(Luke 4:16). He was called a “prophet from Nazareth in Galilee” (Matt 21:11), and the 
phrase “Jesus (Christ) of Nazareth” is used 17 times in the NT.–En-Nasira/Nasrat 
(178234), today a large Arab city in the S hills of Lower Galilee, 16 mi. W of S tip of 
Sea of Galilee.” (Zondervan Atlas) 
 

Capernaum sat astride the International Route that ran from the Mediterranean Sea 
to Transjordan and Damascus, and it seems that a custom station was located there 
because of its proximity to the Jordan River and Philip’s territory (Matt 9:9). The town 
was large or important enough for a Roman centurion and his troops to be stationed 
there (8:5–9), as was a royal official (John 4:46). Jesus healed many there, including 
the servant of the centurion (Matt 8:5–13), the paralytic who was let down through 
the roof of a dwelling (Mark 2:1–12), and Peter’s mother-in-law, who suffered from a 
fever (1:29–31). The Franciscans, who now own most of the site of Capernaum, have 
excavated a beautiful white limestone synagogue that dates from the fourth century 
AD; underneath it they have discovered the massive foundation walls of a black 
basalt synagogue that preceded it. This earlier synagogue probably dates back to the 
days of Jesus and was the one in which he preached while at Capernaum. Early 
Christian  
presence at the site is evidenced by the remains of several churches that were built 
over a house thought to have been the house of Peter.” (Zondervan Bible Atlas) 
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And immediately 1after they had come bout of the synagogue, they came into the house 
of Simon and Andrew, with 2James and John… aAnd bwhen evening had come, bafter 
the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were 
cdemon-possessed. And the whole acity had gathered at the door.  
 (1.29, 32) 
 

 
 
In the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to an 
unpopulated place and bwas praying there. (1.35) 
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But the man whom Jesus had cured of his leprosy went out and began to aproclaim it 
freely and to aspread the news about him, to such an extent that 1Jesus could no longer 
publicly enter a city, but 2stayed out in unpopulated areas; and bpeople were coming to 
Him from everywhere. (1.45) 
 
And He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, in order that I 
may 1preach there also; for that is what I came out for.” And He went into their 
synagogues throughout all Galilee, 1preaching and casting out the demons. (1.38-39) 
 
And when He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that 
He was at home. And amany were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, 
even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. (2.1) 
 
And He went out again by the seashore; and aall the multitude were coming to Him, 
and He was teaching them. And as He passed by, He saw bLevi the son of Alphaeus 
sitting in the tax office, and He said to him, “cFollow Me!” And Levi rose and followed 
Jesus. (2.13-14) 
 
And it 1came about that Jesus was reclining at the table in Levi the tax collector’s 
house, and many 2tax-gatherers and sinners 3were dining with Jesus and His disciples; 
for there were many of them, and they were following Him. (2.15) 
 
And it came about that He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and 
His disciples began to make their way along while bpicking the heads of grain. (2.23) 
 
And He bentered again into the synagogue; and a man was there with a withered 
hand. (3.1) 
 
And Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; and ba great multitude from Galilee 
followed; and also from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from aIdumea, and beyond 
the Jordan, and the vicinity of bTyre and Sidon, a great multitude heard of all that He 
was doing and came to Him. (3.7-8) 
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Up the “Mountain” 
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And He went up to athe mountain (oros) and summoned those whom He Himself 
wanted, and they came to Him. (3.13) 
 
And He came home, and the bmultitude gathered again, cto such an extent that they 
could not even eat 2a meal. (3.20) 
 
And the scribes who came down afrom Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
1bBeelzebul,” and “cHe casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 
 
When aJesus’ family [or “his own people”] heard [that Jesus was back in town and 
drawing a huge crowd], they went out to take custody of Him. They were saying, “bHe 
has lost His senses.” (3.21) 
 
And Jesus’ mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside [the house] they sent 
word to Him, and called Him. And a multitude was sitting around Him, and they *said to 
Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers1 are outside looking for You.”  33 And 
answering them, He *said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?”  34 And looking about on 
those who were sitting around Him, He *said, “aBehold, My mother and My brothers! For 
whoever adoes the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.” (3.31-35) 
 
And Jesus began to teach again bby the sea. And such a very great multitude 1gathered 
to Him that cJesus got into a boat in the sea and sat down; and the whole multitude 
was by the sea on the land. And He was teaching them many things in aparables… (4.1-
2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And on that day, when evening had come, He *said to them, “Let us go over to the 
other side.”  36 And 1leaving the multitude, they *took Him along with them, just as He 
was, ain the boat; and other boats were with Him… And they came to the other side of 
the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. (4.35-36; 5.1 – “Gadarenes” in other mss) 
 
And the man who had been healed went away and began to aproclaim in bDecapolis 
1what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone marveled. (5.20) 
 
aAnd when Jesus had crossed over again in bthe boat to the other side, a great 
multitude gathered about Him; and He 1stayed cby the seashore. And one of bthe 

Note: Most of the Stories Are Agrarian 
 

• A Sower and Seed 
• Lamp and Lampstand 
• Measure for Measure 
• Wheat and Tares 
• Mustard Seed 
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synagogue 1officials named Jairus came up, and upon seeing Him, fell at His feet… 
(5.21-22) 
 
While He was still speaking, they came from the house of the asynagogue official, 
saying, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?” (5.35) 
 
And He went out from there, and He came into His home town (Nazareth); and His 
disciples followed Him. And when the Sabbath had come, He began ato teach in the 
synagogue; and the bmany listeners were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get 
these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such 1miracles as these 
performed by His hands?  3 “Is not this athe carpenter, bthe son of Mary, and brother of 
1James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? Are not cHis sisters here with us?” And they 
2took doffense at Him.  4 And Jesus said to them, “aA prophet is not without honor except 
in 1bhis home town and among his own relatives and in his own household.”  5 And He 
could do no 1miracle there except that He alaid His hands upon a few sick people and 
healed them.  6 And He wondered at their unbelief. (6.1-6a) 
 

 
 
 
And Jesus was going around the villages (komas) teaching. (6b) 
 
 
And the bapostles gathered together with Jesus (in Capernaum?); and they reported to 
Him all that they had done and taught. And He said to them, “Come away by 
yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while.” (For there were many people coming and 
going, and athey did not even have time to eat.) And they went away in the boat to an 
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unpopulated place by themselves. And the people saw them going, and many 
recognized them, and they ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got there 
ahead of them.  34 And when He went 1ashore, He asaw a great multitude, and He felt 
compassion for them because bthey were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to 
teach them many things. (6.30-34) 
 
And immediately He made His disciples get into bthe boat and go ahead of Him to the 
other side to cBethsaida, while He Himself was sending the multitude away. 46 And after 
abidding them farewell, He departed bto the mountain to pray. (6.45-46) 
 

 
And when they had crossed over they came to land at Gennesaret, and moored to the 
shore. (6.53) 

 
And the Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered together around Him when they 
had come bfrom Jerusalem, and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their 
bread with aimpure hands, that is, unwashed. (7.1-2) 
 
And from there He arose and went away to the region of bTyre1. And when He had 
entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; 2yet He could not escape 
notice. (7.24) 

Gennesaret – A village on the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee at, or near which Jesus 
and his disciples landed (Matt 14:34; Mark 6:53). The nearby plain (1 by 3 mi.) is 
named after the site.–Kh. Ureime/T. Kinrot (200252), 6 mi. N of Tiberias.  

Bethsaida is a city located on N shore of Sea of Galilee. The disciples Philip, Andrew, 
and Peter were from the town (John 1:44; 12:21). Jesus performed mighty works 
there (e.g., healed a blind man [Mark 8:22], and fed 5,000 in vicinity [Matt 14:13; 
Mark 6:30ff]) yet the town was cursed by him because of unbelief (Matt 11:21; Luke 
10:13).–Possibly there were two Bethsaidas, one on the W (of ancient Jordan River) 
and the other on the E bank. The one on the W bank would have been a small fishing 
village “Bethsaida in Galilee” (John 12:21) located at el-Araj (208255), on the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee–today el–Araj is east of the Jordan, but in NT times it may have 
been W of the Jordan). In contrast, the one on the E bank was a large Gentile city 
that had been built by Herod Philip, the tetrarch of Gaulanitis. It was also called 
“Julias” and it was mentioned in extrabiblical literature.–Et-Tell (209257), 1.5 mi. N of 
the lakeshore.  
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And again He went out from the region of bTyre, and came through Sidon to cthe Sea of 
Galilee, within the region of dDecapolis… And about four thousand were there; and He 
sent them away…And immediately He entered the boat with His disciples, and came to 
the district of aDalmanutha. (7.31) 
 

 
 
And they came to aBethsaida. And they brought a blind man to Him, and entreated 
Jesus to btouch him. (8.22) 
 
And Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of bCaesarea Philippi; and 
on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to them, “Who do people say that I 
am?” (8.27) 
 

 
And from there they went out and began to go through Galilee, and He was unwilling 
for anyone to know about it. (9.30) 
 
And they came to Capernaum; and when He 1was in bthe house, He began to question 
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” (9.33) 
 

Tyre was a Phoenician city located on an island until Alexander connected it to the 
mainland by a mole (332 B.C.). Famous for maritime activities and trade. Mentioned 
48 times in the OT and 12 times in the NT (Gospels 9 times; Acts 3 times). Was 
located on the border of Asher (Josh 19:29) but probably never was controlled by 
Israel. Hiram, its king, assisted David and Solomon in their building projects as well 
as in maritime activities. Mentioned frequently in prophetic literature, especially 
Ezekiel 26–28.–Es-Sur (168297), in Lebanon, 46 mi. SSW of Beirut, 12 mi. N of 
Israeli/Lebanese border. 

Jesus went to the “region” of this village of Dalmanutha after the feeding of the 4,000 
(Mark 8:10).–Uncertain; may be identical to Magadan/Magdala (Matt 15:39 a parallel 
text and variant). If so, then Majdal (198247), 3 mi. NW of Tiberias on NW shore of 
Sea of Galilee. 

In region of Caesarea Philippi Peter made his great confession that Jesus was 
the Christ (Matt 16:13–20; Mark 8:27–30). Located at the foot of Mt. Hermon, 
formerly called Paneas, it was situated at the headwaters of the Jordan River, 
and renamed by Philip the tetrarch.–Banias (215295) on NE slope of Huleh 
Valley, ca. 50 mi. SW of Damascus. Also called “Neronias” for a brief period of 
time. 
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And rising up, He *went from there to the region of Judea, and beyond the Jordan; 
and crowds gathered around Him again, and, baccording to His custom, He once more 
began to teach them. (10.1) 
 
And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of 
them; and they bwere amazed, and those who followed were fearful. And again He took the 
twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him, saying, “Behold, 
we are going up to Jerusalem, and athe Son of Man will be 1delivered to the chief priests 
and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and will 2deliver Him to the 
Gentiles. “And they will mock Him and aspit upon Him, and scourge Him, and kill Him, and 
three days later He will rise again.”  (10.32-34) 
 
And they came to Jericho. (10.46) 
 

 
Brackets Called Bethlehem and Jerusalem  
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

Jesus passed through town on way up to Jerusalem healing the blind (Matt 20:29; 
Mark 10:46; Luke 18:35) and meeting Zacchaeus along the way (Luke 19:1). Also 
mentioned in story of Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30).–Spr ead out over a large oasis, 
but Hasmonean and Herodian palaces located at Tulul Abu el-Alayiq (191139) along 
banks of Wadi Qilt, 9 mi. NNW of the Dead Sea. 
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they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. 

 

 

 
 
Poets have imagined the shadow of the cross cast over the manger, and indeed, 
Jerusalem is less than a day’s walk from the manger. T.S. Eliot’s Magi reflect after they 
have seen the child, 
 

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly 

Bethlehem is a Judean town mentioned 40 times in the OT. Naomi and Ruth were 
from Bethlehem as was David. Most OT references are found in stories concerning 
David. Fortified by king Rehoboam (2 Chron 11:6), it was settled by Jews during the 
postexilic period (Ezra 2:21; Neh 7:26). Mentioned 8 times in NT, chiefly in 
connection with birth of Jesus.–Beit Lahm (169123), 5 mi. SSW of Jerusalem. 
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We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem are inextricably linked in Jesus, however the enmity of the ages 
might keep them politically separate. And so this year our journey from a birth to a death 
spans the 94 days between Christmas and Good Friday. What a glorious walk indeed! 
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MATTHEW’S GEOGRAPHICAL OVERLAY: 
THE RETURN OF THE EXILED KING 

 
April 27, 2015 Patrick Schreiner 

 
https://www.westernseminary.edu/transformedblog/2015/04/27/matthews-
geographical-overlay-the-return-of-the-exiled-king/ 
 
Geography in the Ancient Near East was a physical representation of transcendent 
reality. 

Mapping things geographically was a visible form of Israel’s theology. For example, 
since Jerusalem was central to Israel’s worldview, it was also central to the 
cartography of the time. The temple therefore was not only at the center of religious, 
economic, or political life, but was in fact the center of the cosmos, the axis mundi (the 
axis of the world), the point of junction between heaven, earth, and hell. 

The more I have thought about geography, the more I realize its theological 
importance. History, theology, and geography are not separate but intertwined. 
Geography is not only a setting for history but an articulation of theology and history. 

To illustrate this I want to briefly explain how the geographical overlay of Matthew 
communicates theological truths. 

Luke’s Gospel is famous for his journey to Jerusalem, yet Matthew also has a journey 
to Jerusalem. Most of Jesus’ ministry according to Matthew takes place in Galilee and 
then Jesus turns to Jerusalem to go to his death. Why does Matthew do this? 

Jesus is born in the city of the king. He is born in Bethlehem, the city of David. 

Jesus is the Son of David (chap 1) born in the city of David (chap 2). Yet the pseudo 
king of Jerusalem, Herod, is threatened by this upstart and therefore sends servants to 
end the life of the rival king. 

Yet Jesus escapes, and his family moves him north, to Nazareth in Galilee. He was in a 
real sense exiled from his home, his kingdom. 

Thus Jesus, in Matthew’s presentation, spends most of his time ministering in Galilee. 
This is interesting because John has Jesus going back and forth between Galilee and 
Jerusalem throughout his ministry. 

Yet the goal of his ministry is to return home and complete his mission as king.  So 
after Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus begins his return home. 

From that time on, Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
(16:21) 
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Matthew thus assigns the city of Jerusalem a dominant role in the plot of 16:21-25:46. 
In 19:1 Jesus returns to Judea. This brings the story full circle, with opening and 
closing mirroring each other geographically. 

Arriving at the goal of his journey, he approaches the city gates with the royal “Son of 
David” acclamation once more on prominent display. 

The blind men scream it out and the crowd praises him as the Son of David when he 
rides into the city on a colt. The scene, as Verseput has put it, can be appropriately 
described as the return of the exiled king to confront the city of his forefather’s throne. 

Matthew completes his geographical framework with Galilee as the place of departure 
for the worldwide Christian mission. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 

Matthew has Jesus walking this geographical map because he is communicating that 
Jesus is walking in the footsteps of Israel. He is exiled from his home, he returns from 
exile, and brings his people with him out of exile. Yet coming home means coming to 
his death. The Jews never thought their return from exile would come through sacrifice, 
although there were hints of it in the OT. 

Matthew is a scribe bringing out treasures both old and new. Matthew’s Gospel is 
about fulfillment and the Jewish king fulfills his ultimate role in the city of king. Yet what 
is shocking is that the city, along with her religious leaders, reject her own king. 

So Jesus expands his mission to the whole world. He will be a light to the Gentiles. The 
Gospel ends with Jesus on the mountain top, like Moses, looking out over the land and 
giving commands for reclamation of it. Now the land is not just the geo-political dirt of 
Israel, but the whole world.  

Patrick Schreiner is Assistant Professor of New Testament Language and Literature at 
Western Seminary. He completed his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Philosophy at 
The Southern Baptist Seminary. In addition to his pastoral ministry experience, Patrick 
also enjoys writing. You can follow Patrick's journey and his thinking online at his blog, 
Ad Fontes. You can also follow him on Twitter. 
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Mark: failed geography, but great bible student 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

by Neil Godfrey 
http://vridar.org/2010/08/06/mark-failed-geography-but-great-bible-student/ 
 

 
Image via Wikipedia 

 
Much has been said about Mark’s poor knowledge of the geography of Palestine. A 
classic case is his bizarre itinerary for Jesus leaving Tyre to go north, then south-east, 
then back east again, to reach is final destination. On the map here, locate Tyre, run your 
finger north to Sidon, than let it wander to the right and downwards till it reaches 
Decapolis, then zero up to the “lake” of Galilee. 
 
That is the route that the Gospel of Mark says Jesus took in order to get from Tyre to the 
“sea of Galilee”. 
 
Jesus’ travel agent must have been offering a super-bargain or Mark had little real 
knowledge of the geography of the area, or . . . . and there IS a very simple explanation, 
I think. 
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And that explanation is, suggests R. Steven Notley in an article in the Journal of Biblical 
Literature (128, no. 1, 2009: 183-188), that the author of this gospel was simply following 
a passage in the Book of Isaiah that early Christians interpreted as a prophecy of where 
the Messiah was to appear and perform his saving works. 
 
Isaiah 9:1 
. . . in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, 
but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 
 
This passage is better known from the Gospel of Matthew (4:12-16). But Notley finds 
good reasons to suggest Mark knew it — and used it — in his gospel, and has suffered 
the reputation of being a geographic illiterate ever since! 
 
Mark informs us that Jesus was on his way to Bethsaida on the “Sea of Galilee”. But 
misadventure (stormy winds, ghosts, etc — Mark 6:45-53) led them astray and he and 
his disciples were obliged to resume their journey from 7:31 
 
And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the Sea of Galilee, 
through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 
 
It’s now time to have another look at Isaiah 9:1. There are three geographical referents 
here, in order: 
 
1. the way of the sea 
2. the other side of Jordan 
3. [Galilee – Greek/LXX] [region – Hebrew] of the gentiles 

 
Point 3 is important here. The Hebrew word was understood as “region”, but the Greek 
translation interpreted it as “Galilee”. 
 
Originally Isaiah probably meant by “way of the sea” the main road to the Mediterranean 
Sea that marked the northern border of the uppermost lands of Israel threatened by the 
Assyrian invaders; and by “the other side of Jordan”, Isaiah was probably referring to the 
eastern frontier of Israel’s territory facing the first thrust of Assyrian conquests; and 
finally, by “region of the gentiles” (for the Hebrew takes the word that Greek translations 
have read as “Galilee” as originally meaning “region”) Isaiah was indicating the southern 
boundaries of these northern settlements. 
 
Matthew took these three diverse regions and reinterpreted them for his Gospel to point 
to a single point on the map — the area of Christ’s ministry. By so doing, the word for 
“sea” became associated with Galilee (and it’s lake) and thus displaced from its original 
reference to the Mediterranean. Notley suggests, if I understand correctly, that Matthew 
was actually drawing on a pre-gospel Christian tradition or “midrash” of this verse in 
Isaiah. 
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In this way Notley explains the oddity of describing the more technically correct name, 
Lake of Gennesar (Luke), as a “sea” of Galilee. 
 
The interesting point concerning this passage in Mark’s gospel, then, is that Mark’s 
itinerary for Jesus appears to follow the order of the geographical references in Isaiah. 
And in so doing, Mark has constructed a bizarre way to get Jesus from Tyre to the “sea 
of Galilee”, but has demonstrated a very close affinity to the passage in Isaiah: 
 
So Jesus in Mark: 
 
1. leaves the Tyre-Sidon route, which is part of what was the ancient main highway 

from Galilee to and along the Mediterranean Sea (Isaiah’s “by the way of the sea”) 
2. travels across through the other side of Jordan, (through the Decapolis or gentile 

region) 
3. to finally arrive at the shore of the “sea of Galilee” 

 
If this stands up to scrutiny, then perhaps we have an explanation for an itinerary for 
Jesus that Mark has long been criticized over. 
 
Mark may have known little about the geography of Palestine, but he did know his Jewish 
scriptures. 
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